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Montgomery — Convention Center for .. . 
Alabama Library Association’s 


doth Annual Meeting 
. . . Make your plans to atte: d! 


“Books Are Knowledge”’—With this central theme Alabama librarians will be in 
on discussions of plans and programs for their libraries by speakers at the 55th anr .al 
convention of their state association in Montgomery’s Whitley Hotel beginning Thi rs- 
day, April 23rd. Inspiration and glamour will be added by presence of well-known 
authors. 

Katherine Anne Porter, author of Flowering Judas, Ship of Fools and other well 
known works, will give the banquet address Friday night. Put on your best bib and 
tucker and hear her! She is frequently compared in style and attitude with her British 
contemporary, Katherine Mansfield. 

Mebane Holoman Burgwyn, author of children’s and teen-agers’ books, has been 
invited to address the Saturday luncheon of the school librarians. Two of her recent 
books are Moon Flower and True Love for Jenny. She says she writes for young 
people not because of their knack for creating problems but because of their marvelous 
art in solving them. Everyone interested in promoting reading of children and young 
people is invited to attend. 

A full-day pre-conference of library trustees from throughout the state will be 
held Thursday, April 23rd. This workshop-meeting will feature speakers active in 
public library work of the State. 

John Hall Jacobs, librarian of the New Orleans Public Library will address the 
Friends of the Library luncheon. Friday afternoon’ sessions will be devoted to divi- 
sien meetings in order to transact their business and hear speakers on topics of special 
interest. There will be no breakfast meetings! 

Registration will open Thursday at 3:00 p.m. The convention will close at noon 
on Saturday after the annual business meeting. The school luncheon and ‘Alabama 
Special Libraries Chapter luncheon will follow the business meeting. 





CONVENTION PHOTO ALBUM ... 


Keynote Speaker School Luncheon Speaker Friends Luncheon Speaker 
Mrs. Harry Nelson Mebane Holoman Burgwyn John Hall Jacobs 
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CITY OF MONTGOMERY 
ALABAMA 


GE ETINGS TO MEMBERS 
Th Alabama Library Association 


April 1, 1959 


As Mayor of the host City for the Annual Convention of The Alabama Library 
As ciation, it is a pleasure to greet you via your monthly journal and to extend to 
ea of you a cordial invitation to come to Montgomery for your meeting on April 


93. 5, 1959. 


In Montgomery you will find the finest facilities to accommodate large groups. 
W. also have many other interesting features, both historical and contemporary, which 
wi be of interest to visiting delegates and their company. 


Through the years Montgomery has become famous as a Convention City. Every- 
thi g possible will be done for your convenience and enjoyment—so for your con- 
ver.ion in April—I extend to each member of The Alabama Library Association 


ow hospitality. 


My personal best wishes and we shall look forward to seeing you in Montgomery 


in April. 


WAG/b 


Sincerely yours, 
W. A. GAYLE 
Mayor 





NOMINATIONS FOR ASSOCIATION AND 
DIVISION OFFICERS, 1959-1960 


TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL: 

The Nominating Committee wishes to 
submit the following slate of officers for 
the Alabama Library Association for the 
year 1959-60. 

For Vice-President—President-Elect: 

Miss Martha Jule Blackshear 

School Libraries Consultant 

State Department of Education 

Montgomery 
For Secretary: 

Mr. Orville T. Chambers 

USAF School of Aviation Medicine 

Library 

Gunter AFB 
For Treasurer: 

Mr. Richard J. Covey, 

Librarian 

Gadsden Public Library 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mrs. Truman Cummings, Chairman 

Florine Oltman 
Joe D. Langston 





COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, AND 
SPECIAL LIBRARY DIVISION 


The Nominating Committee of the Col- 
lege, University and Special Library Di- 
vision of the Alabama Library Association 
submits the following slate of nominees for 


officers of the Division: 


For Vice-President and President-Elect 
Miss Ethel Sanders 
Troy State College 


For Secretary: 
Miss Lois Robertson 
ABMA Technical Documents Library 
Redstone Arsenal 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mrs. Pauline Foster, Chairman 
Mrs. Margaret H. Hughes 
John B. McClurkin 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference 


April 23-25, 1959 


Headquarters: Whitley Hotel, Montgomery 
Theme: Books are Knowledge 


THURSDAY, APRIL 23 
Registration Desk Opens — Lobby, Whitley Hotel 
Executive Council Meeting — Whitley Hotel 


EXHIBITORS’ NIGHT — State Room, Whitley Hotel 
Please come and bring your friends. This is a night 
to see, and, we hope, to buy what our exhibitors have 
on display for us. We want to make an all-out effort 
to visit them during these hours. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24 


First General Session — Blue Gray Room, Whitley Hotel 
Mrs. Elinor Arsic, President, Presiding 
Welcome 
Response 
Introduction of Exhibitors 
Keynote Address: Mrs. Fanny Nelson, Executive Secretary, 
Alabama Congress of Parents and Teachers. 


Friends and Trustees of the Library Luncheon 
Mrs. Edna Earle Brown, Vice-President, Presiding 
Address: Mr. John Hall Jacobs, Librarian, New Orleans 
Public Library. 


Divisional Meetings: 
Public Library, Miss Emily W. Reed — Whitley Hotel 
College, University and Special, Colonel Garth C. Cobb, Miss 
Marguerite Kennedy — Air University Library 
School Library — Whitley Hotel 
Trustees — Whitley Hotel 


ANNUAL BANQUET — Blue-Gray Room, Whitley Hotel 
Mrs. Elinor Arsic, Presiding 
Literary Award Presentation 
Address: Katherine Anne Porter, Author and Lecturer. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 25 


Annual Business Session 
Mrs. Elinor Arsic, Presiding 
Business Meeting 








TH 
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Reports 
Election of Officers 
ll: J) A.M 
Second General Session 
Mrs. Elinor Arsic, Presiding 
Mr. John Hall Jacobs, Librarian, New Orleans Public Library 
12: 0 P.M. 


School Librarians Division Luncheon 
Mebane Holoman Burgwyn 


etary, 

‘in CAPITOL NEWS & BOOK CO. Yilo wt] ‘P12 vy 
214 Montgomery Street ; | AN R 
(Across from Whitley) 

Miss 





Alabama Chapter, Special Libraries Association Luncheon 


Blue Moon 


Mr. Oron P. South 





PUBLIC LIBRARY DIVISION 
NOMINEES 

‘he Nominating Committee of the Pub- 
lic Library Division of the Alabama Library 
Association submits the following nominees 
for consideration at the Annual Business 
Mecting to be held in April, 1959. 
For Chairman: 

John Hyatt 

Director, Carnegie Library 

Anniston 
For Secretary: 

Mrs. H. E. Klontz, 


Director, Horseshoe Bend Regional 
Library 
Dadeville 


For Representative to the Executive Council 


Miss Margaret Miller, 
Children’s Librarian, Birmingham 
Public Library 

Birmingham 
Respectfully submitted, 
Elizabeth T. Wiggins, Chairman 
Barbara Davis 
Marion Neill 
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WHITLEY HOTEL 


MONTGOMERY'S LARGEST HOTEL 
231 Montgomery 
AM 2-6461 


Extends Greetings and Best Wishes 
to the Members and Friends 
of the 
ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
May your Convention be a 


pleasant one 
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WHAT A PUBLIC LIBRARY MEANS 
TO A COMMUNITY 


Ethel Sanders, Assistant Librarian, Troy State College 


PL: SE IN THE COMMUNITY — 

public library is one of a community’s 
gre. est assets. It is the only educational 
age. cy which seeks to serve every man, 
wor. an, and child regardless of age level, 
voc tion, or special interest. In addi- 
tion through its promotion of useful in- 
forn.ation on pertinent subjects, a good 
pub.ic library supplements the work of 
all other agencies and organizations that 
make for an enlightened, progressive com- 
munity. It is the logical place to preserve 
the documents of local history so important 
to a community’s heritage. 


THE PEOPLE’S UNIVERSITY — 

The public library is truly the people’s 
university, because it provides the stimulus 
and means for continuing education after 
formal schooling has ended. Here, any 
person can get help in securing information 
on anything he wants to know, whether it is 
how to improve his job, modernize his busi- 
ness, rear finer children, build a_ better 
home, contribute to his community, or lead 
a fuller, richer life. Through such means 
as inter-library loans, a subject index to 
books in print, and an index to periodicals, 
vast resources of information acquired by 
larger libraries can be made available to 
him. 

A FOUNDATION OF OUR 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY — 

Our democratic government and free 
society are based on free education for 
all citizens and the participation of every 
citizen to the best of his knowledge. Of 
the 3 main sources of information for citi- 
zens—schools have the greatest influence, 
but this is for a relatively short period. 
After the citizen finishes school, where is 
he to turn for information? Current media 
like newspapers, radio, and television, are 
powerful instruments of public education, 
but who can remember everything he saw, 
or heard, or read, or how to find it again? 
And these media do not provide the spe- 
cific information needed when it is needed. 


The library is the only agency which or- 
ganizes and indexes accumulated informa- 
tion and materials for quick location and 
easy use. Never in our history have there 
been so many complex subjects on which 
a good citizen should have an informed 
opinion. In this day of crying need for 
active and enlightened citizenship, a com- 
munity without a good public library is 
like a factory without a lighting system. 

PROMOTES THE USE OF BOOKS — 

A public library’s contribution to com- 
munity life does not end with the people 
who seek its services. It is in the business 
of advertising its wares, and of promoting 
the use of books, films, records, pictures, 
pamphlets and all informational materials. 
It makes constant use of displays, exhibits, 
radio, television, and newspapers to publi- 
cize new books and materials, and to call 
attention to older titles of particular in- 
terest to the people it serves. It may spon- 
sor art exhibits, hobby shows, recording 
concerts, or study-discussion groups. Many 
public library buildings have a meeting 
room available to organizations whose 
meetings are open to the public, and the 
library is usually glad to arrange exhibits 
of books concerning the topic under discus- 
sion. 

HELPS IN EVERYDAY LIVING — 

Does your firm need immediately the 
address, capital invested, or officers of a 
manufacturer in a distant city? Have you 
been suddenly called on to become teacher 
of an adult Sunday School class? Is your 
benumbed brain blank of games for your 
tween-ager’ss birthday party? Your librarian 
can help you with all of these problems. 
Have you lost your address book just as 
you were getting ready to send out invita- 
tions to your daugh‘ers wedding? Your 
library probably has a file of telephone 
directories from surrounding towns and 
larger cities. Are you tempted by the fast- 
talking salesman pushing a set of refer- 
ence books with a slightly familiar title, 
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colored illustrations, and 14 karat gold let- 
tering? Your public library will check for 
you the Subscriptions Books Bulletin, a 
periodical which carefully evaluates all ref- 
erence books; and you may find the ex- 
pensive set you were about to buy is poorly 
indexed, cheaply made, and contains no in- 
formation more recent than 1940. 


CONSTRUCTIVE INFLUENCE 
ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH — 


One of the most valuable contributions 
of a public library is its influence on chil- 
dren during their formative years. Younger 
children can be started joyfully toward 
a love of reading and good books by weekly 
story hours held at the library. Before 
story hours are outgrown, vacation read- 
ing clubs can catch their interest and keep 
them busy during summer months. When 
children reach their teens— very close now 
to becoming our architects of tomorrow— 
the public library provides means for pur- 
suing their hobbies, exploring their curiosi- 
ties, and helping them decide on a career. 


SUPPLEMENTS SCHOOL LIBRARIES — 


The children’s book collection at a pub- 


lic library supplements school libraries, 
and is available to the children during sum- 
mer months. Only the public library can 
be open such times as Sunday afternoon or 
a night or so a week, so families can shop 
together for books to suit every member, 
and high school students can use the ref- 
erence books to help prepare their lessons. 
One of the most valuable bequests a par- 
ent can make his child is the habit of seek- 
ing, in libraries, knowledge about any mat- 
ter that interests him. This bequest will 
pay lifelong dividends; and it cannot be 
taken from him. 


ANTIDOTE FOR UNDESIRABLE 
READING MATTER — 


The best antidote yet found for the cheap 
trash children pick up when nothing bet- 
ter is provided is having good books easily 
available and promoting their use. Dur- 
ing the last few years, beautifully illus- 
trated and interestingly written children’s 
books on every imaginable subject have 
been published. When a public library 
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can offer the best of these titles for e ‘ery 
age and interest, there is no reason for 
any child to see only his text books and 
cheap comics. 


AN ECONOMIC ASSET — 


Last but not least, good public libr. ries 
have in recent years become concrete co- 
nomic assets to communities seeking to 
attract permanent, well-financed indu try. 
Modern business with money to invest be- 
lieves the quality of the community lib. ary 
is one of the important indications as to 
the quality and progressiveness of the com- 
munity. 


MONTGOMERY MUSEUM 
GETS NEW HEAD 

Donald Arthur Miner is the newly ap- 
pointed director of the Montgomery Museum 
of Fine Arts. Formerly assistant director 
and director of education of Brooks Memo- 
rial Art Gallery in Memphis, Mr. Miner is 
a graduate cf the University of Missouri 
with an MA degree in fine arts. 





COLONIAL 
BOOK 
SERVICE 


Specialists in supplying the 
out-of-print books as listed 
in all Library Indices 
(Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; 
Standard; Fiction; Bio- 
graphy; Lamont Catalogue; 
Speech, etc... . ) 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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VALUE OF GOOD EXTRA CURRICULAR 
READING IN COLLEGE 


Rev. Roger R. Lott, O.S.B., Associate Professor, St. Bernard College 


‘0 generations ago a discussion on a 
top such as this would have been quite 
unt nkable—or at least unnecessary. The 
vali of good reading would have been 
adn tted as axiomatic. We must also con- 
ced that the number of college students 
was much less than it is today. And, also, 
that they came from homes where books 
wer a most essential part of the furnish- 
ings. The inevitable corollary was that 
reading was as indispensable as eating. In 
fact the two were closely allied for the 
dinner table conversation often revolved 
about the books which were being enjoyed 
at the moment. Of course all that reading 
took time but our ancesters considered it 
time well spent. 


Then about a generation or so ago, time 
began to hurry up. The radio was the 
wonderful new toy of the age and every- 
one was happily employed in twirling dials 
and listening. Reading became unbearably 
slow and stodgy. The publishers met this 
threat to their livelihood by turning out 
a spate of condensed books. Students, it 
was popularly supposed, could listen to radio 
and at the same time read a potted version 
of the masters. They ‘got the gist of it,’ 
they declared while concurrently being able 
to discover which the ten top tunes of the 
week were. 

But, rather recently, there has been a 
reversal of this trend. Perhaps the poor 
quality of much of the television fare has 
set people to thinking. Did their grand- 
parents find satisfactions in books which 
are lacking to non-readers? And, if so, 
what are those satisfactions? The answer 
is, of course, there are many things to be 
gained by not confining ones self to the 
bare minimum of required reading. The 
first thing and the easiest to understand is 
pleasure. Books are not necessarily dull or 
tiresome. Every library contains hundreds 
of volumes crammed with gaiety, romance, 
mystery or adventure. 


Adventure perhaps makes a good be- 
ginning. On a recent quiz program the 
contestant was asked, “What jewel did 
D’Artagnan restore to the Queen?” He 
had no idea and the quiz master said, “Well, 
I didn’t know either until I saw it written 
on this card.” One could not help feel- 
ing how much they both had missed. That 
desperate flight across France undertaken 
by the Three Musketeers and D’Artagnan 
to regain the Queen’s necklace. Who, that 
ever began to read of that mad, wild ride, 
could put the book down. He could not 
until the rascally Duke and wicked Lady 
de Winter had been finally outwitted by 
gallant D’Artagnan. By means of this ex- 
citing tale the reader will, without realiz- 
ing it, have absorbed the flavor of life in 
17th Century France. 


There are the tales of the men who con- 
quered mountains. These will keep one 
on the edge of his chair wondering about 
this strange breed of men—what mighty 
force compels them to brave every obstacle 
—‘just because it’s there’ as more than one 
has explained. James Ramsay Ullman’s fine 
novels as The Snows of Kilimanjaro offer 
a good course in spine tingling; besides the 
unconscious absorption of a whole new vo- 
cabulary; plus, a vivid picture of some of 
the most awe inspiring portions of our 
globe. 


The conquest of the sea has impelled 
another group of writers to spin some lively 
yarns—from Joseph Conrad to Alan Villiers. 
The theme, ‘Man Against the Sea’ has any 
number of excellent exponents. Alan Vil- 
liers is of great contemporary interest since 
it was he who captained Mayflower II on 
her voyage to the United States. Captain 
Villiers is not only an able Seaman but 
a writer who can tell a thousand gripping 


tales. For the inland dweller these stories 
are not only hair raising but educational as 


well. 








34 


There are times when the ‘action’ story 
does not fit the mood. Something quieter 
and more restful might mean the novel 
of manners could be enjoyed. And how 
many of these there are—“And Fiction turns 
the Muse’s Mangle—of making books there 
is no end.”! 

Since the modern novel came into its 
own some 200 years ago, there can have 
been few phases of society left unchroni- 
caled. There can be no pleasanter way 
to learn the evolution of our mores than 
by reading novels—many of these books 
are on college reading lists which is all 
to the good. But it is a pity to read them 
as ‘required reading,’ and to stop at just 
the volumes designated. But authors’ other 
brain children are frequently just as re- 
warding. The pleasant ordered gentility 
of Jane Austin’s world is a restful place 
for a quiet chuckle—Emma’s muddle head- 
ed helpfulness or Lady Catherine’s arro- 
gance are as delightful today as they were 
in the year Waterloo was a famous victory. 

How ridiculous to limit our acquaintance 
with Dickens to Tiny Tim—And, one might 
add, to a Tiny Tim sentimentalized in a 
saccharine Christmas reading. That 
whole galaxy of Dickens characters are only 
waiting to make acquaintance—His dear 
silly old maids, genial old gentlemen, brok- 
en down actors—the list is endless. 

One could continue indefinitely enumerat- 
ing interesting “good’ books right down to 
today’s skilled craftsmen, who are _inter- 
preting life as we know it—The latest links 
in the chain of folkways and customs. 

There comes a time to every one when 
he cannot express what he is feeling— 
Then it is infinitely comforting to pick 
up a volume of poetry and to discover that 
feeling is far from being unique. The poet 
has shown it to be universal and with his 
nice choice of words has said for us what 
we could not say for ourselves—An ecstatic 
moment comes in life and, “Oh, I wish it 
could be this way forever,” we say halt- 
ingly—But listen to Keats 


“Nor can those trees be bare 
Forever wilt thou love and she be fair.” 


1 Ballad of Bookmaking, Justin H. M’Carthy 
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What consolation can we not finc for 
the frets and shortcomings for life ir the 
words of Francis Thompson. Not nly 
the loving relentless hound will bring om- 
fort but in so many of the less known p: 2ms 
there is great awareness of man’s longi z— 


‘Short arm needs man to reach to He ven 
So ready is Heaven to stoop to him’ and 


“Upon thy so so sore loss 
Shall shine the traffic of Jacob’s ladcer 
Pitched between Heaven and Chacing 


> 


Cross.” 


Every shabby old man passed on the 
street Icoking as if he had been pushed 
around by life might be Mr. Frost. 


‘There was not much that was ahead 
of him 

And there was nothing in the town be- 
low’ 


He is the epitome of tragic old age— 
just as 


‘The turnstile and the old stone wall 

The gentle serpent, green in the mulberry 
bush, 

Riots with his tongue through the bush 

Sentinal of the grave who comits us all’ 


Wings the heart of ‘each one of us as we 
think of all the gay young lives sacrificed 
to war. 

Adventure, quiet pleasure, our mute 
thoughts nobly voiced are some of the most 
obvious benefits to be gained from a wide 
variety of reading. There is also mental 
discipline which is achieved by reading the 
more profound authors—One can not while 
away a careless hour over the meditative 
volumes of Thomas Morton, the poetry of 
T. S. Eliot or the philosophy of E. F. 
Watkin. These all demand real effort to 
comprehend them. They also pay a com- 
mensurate reward. There is no greater 
literary thrill than when one first feels 
that he has a glimmering of their meaning. 


2 The Kingdom of God 
3 Mr. Flood’s Party, Edwin E. Robinson. 
4 Ode to the Confederate Dead, Allan Tate. 
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it first almost everyone is inclined to 
“What on earth is he talking about.” 
vhen the light breaks, one does indeed 
, ‘Silent upon a peak in Darien.’ 

ie improvement in one’s choice of 
s is not the least of the gains from 
isive reading. Without particularly 
g, we have made a wide range of ex- 
ions part of ourselves. We shall have 
ceasion to fall back on stale cliche’s 
unselfconsciously we shall have a nice 


‘jmination in the use of words. 


ist of the advantages to be gained from 
reading is a little private interior pleas- 


i 
init 





Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 


SALE AND ACQUISITION OF 


Scientific periodicals: 

Complete sets 

Short runs 

Single volumes — all 
fields, all languages 


urc in being able to pin a literary tag to 
almost every experience in life—There are 
literally thousands of these—For instance, 
the dying sunset glow on the waters of the 
lake may recall Homer’s ‘wine dark sea.’ 
Horace enjoyed the sight of a pretty girl 
too— 


Scientific books: 
Out-of-print 
Domestic, foreign 


Complete subscription 
service for domestic and 


foreign periodicals 
O, for the touch of a vanished hand, 


And the sound of a voice that is still.’ All new books of U.S. 


i and foreign publishers 
Ibeny The list is endless— 


‘Oh faire daughter of a fair mother 
Who, no matter how young has not 
thought 


So, perhaps when we ask our original 
bush question the answer should be “Yes, there 
5 all’t is no more valuable habit for our college 
years—But reading should be a life long 
custom. For what are the post college 
years but an extension of the educative 
process. 


Send requirements and offers to 


Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 


111 Fifth Avenue 
New York 3, N. Y. 
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These 22 members have contributed 
to the Association’s scholarship fund: 
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Telephone: 
ORegon 7-6713 


Cable address: 
BOOKJOHNS, NEWYORK 


Nell Arsic, James Baker, Jane Bently, 
Edna Earle Brown, Ken Cameron, Peg- 
gy Cannon, Jessie Cobb, Richard Covey, 
Moselle Cummings, Alice Doughtie, Dixie 
Lou Fisher, Mary Ann Hanna, Jean Hoff- 
man, Margaret Hughes, John Hyatt, 
George Johnson, Ruth Junkin, Mary Ross 
Klontz, John McClurkin, Morrell Pruitt, 
Emily Reed, and Robert Severance. 


Branch offices in 
London and Frankfurt 


Catalogues available on request 
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STANDS | 
ALONE! : 
THE 
TRUE 
UNIT TYPE 
OF BOOKSTACK 
WITH 


STABLE 
RIGIDITY ! 


gueuerocerene, 
'e 


Web Stiffener > |) 
for added strength |; 


LIBRARY BUREAU STEEL BOOKSTACK 


TRADEMARK 


A freestanding but rigid bookstack that resists motion or distortion 
is a true unit type bookstack ...it’s a L1BRARY BUREAU Steel Bookstack! 

Only Liprary Bureau integrally joins a unique steel stabilizer to 
the uprights of the bookstack to provide permanently stable rigidity. 
As a result, even if shelves are loaded unevenly, there is not the slight- 
est vertical deflection or horizontal variance from the original setting. 

It’s a true unit type bookstack because you still have interchangeable 
shelves of various widths. And naturally, there are the cost-saving 
advantages of standard construction. 

Yet, there’s more — an eighth shelf — which may be easily attached 
on standard 90” high uprights. You’ll require fewer units to accommo- 
date your present books or this eighth shelf can be added later as 
your collection expands. 

Write for full details in a colorfully illustrated brochure LB741. 


Ftand. 


DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 


2216 5ih Avenue Wi., Sirmingham 3, Alabama 
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COMPLIMENTS OF 


THE WORLD BOOK 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 


1ST IN SALES 


More Libraries, Schools and Parents Purchase 
The World Book Than Any Other Encyclopedia 


SEE YOU AT OUR CONVENTION 


THOMAS K. HEARN 


1839 28th Ave. So. 
BIRMINGHAM 9, ALABAMA 











DISCRIMINATING 
LIBRARIANS 


Prefer 


Ant Guild Bindery, Inc. 


324 East Ninth Street Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


ee A CERTIFIED 
EE Yoni oa LIBRARY BINDERY 
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complete information. Catalogs on Request 





: 





Library Supplies #2 SPRINGFIELD 3, MASS. 
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK aa 





wre rr oro rrr rrr ror rrr rrrrrrrerrrrrrrrrrrrorre 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. RY, 2° wortnincton srren 


5 
c 














Wholesale Booksellers 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
We Have MOVED 


To a larger and more modern building at 


600 MAGAZINE ST. 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 
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ALABAMA LIBRARIANS LISTED IN 
WHO’S WHO OF AMERICAN WOMEN 


even Alabama librarians have been 

sel :ted for the first edition of Who’s Who 
of .merican Women recently published by 
the \larquis Company. Three librarians who 
for .erly worked in the state are also in- 
clu ed. A total of 855 librarians are listed. 
‘hosen by the editorial board to be 
inc.uded in this 1958-59 volume are the fol- 
lov.ing librarians of several different type 
lib:aries: Mrs. Elinor Arsic, field represen- 
tative, Public Library Service Division, Tus- 
caloosa;’° Mrs. Sarah C. Brown, librarian, 
University of Alabama Medical Center, 
Birmingham; Mrs. Cleo Cason, chief of the 
Technical Library at the Army Rocket and 
Guided Missile Agency, Redstone Arsenal; 
Mrs. Dixie Lou Fisher, director, Mont- 
gomery Public Library; Bethel Fite, director, 
Department of Library Extension and Pro- 


gram Services, University of Alabama Ex- 
tension Division; Mrs. Margaret H. Hughes, 
director of the Birmingham-Southern Col- 
lege Library; Mrs. Jean L. Hoffman, li- 
brarian, Banks High School, Birmingham; 
Mrs. Mary Price Klontz, director, Horse- 
shoe Bend Regional Library, Dadeville; 
Florine Oltman, chief, Bibliographic Assist- 
ance Branch, Air University Library, Max- 
well AF Base; Abi Russell, librarian, Ala- 
bama College, Montevallo; Mrs. Gretchen 
K. Schenk, library consultant, Summerdale. 

Former Alabama librarians listed are: 
Helen T. Geer, now editor of Library Lit- 
erature; Mrs. Mildred Crowe Langner, now 
librarian of the University of Miami (Flor- 
ida) School of Medicine; and Mabel E. Wil- 
loughby, now librarian of Hardin-Simmons 
University, Abilene, Texas. 


SOUTHEASTERN AND YOU 


“To stimulate: 

Library services in the southeastern 
states. 

Professional interest and activities 
among librarians in the southeast. 
Research in southeast library and re- 

lated problems. 

To communicate: 

National progress and problems to the 
region. 

Regional progress and problems to the 
nation. 

Intra-regional developments. 

To promote: 

Cooperation among librarians of the 
southeast. 

Cooperation with the American Library 
Association. 

Cooperation with other regional groups 
in the country. 

Cooperation with other agencies hav- 
ing library-related interests.” 

These are the purposes of the Southeast- 
em Library Association, a regional organi- 
zation dating back to 1920. Nine states 
participate in the activities of SELA: Ala- 


bama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- 
nessee and Virginia. Cooperative research 
has resulted in such distinguished publi- 
cations as Resources of Southern Libraries, 
published by A.L.A. in 1938, and Libraries 
of the Southeast, published by the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina Press in 1949. Con- 
tinuing research is being done on problems 
acute to the region and to the profession. 
An intensive membership drive is under- 
way to double the membership of the as- 
sociation. Membership in Alabama in 1958 
was 102. There are approximately 500 
other potential members in the state. If 
you have not already done so, join the ef- 
fort to create a stronger, more united or- 
ganization that can better serve you. Indi- 
vidual dues are $2.00 (if you belong to 
another library association) and should be 
sent to Mrs. Anne Page Bugg, Executive 
Secretary, Price Gilbert Library, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, Atlanta 13, 
Georgia. 
—ELINOR ARSIC 
SELA State Membership Chairman 
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MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


The Executive Council of the Alabama 
Library Association met at 10:00 a.m., Feb- 
ruary 28, 1959, at the Air University Li- 
brary at Maxwell Air Force Base. The fol- 
lowing pere present: Elinor Arsic, Edna 
Earle Brown, Mary Ann Hanna, John Mc- 
Clurkin, Perry Cannon, Emily Reed, Mary 
Ross Klontz, Mozelle Cummings, Ken 
Cameron, Richard Covey, Robert Severance, 
James G. Baker, Dixie Lou Fisher, Margaret 
Hughes, Jessie Cobb, George Johnson, Alice 
Doughtie and Jean Hoffman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting 
were read and approved. The treasurer’s 
report was accepted as read. 

Mrs. Arsic reported on her visit to Dr. 
Rose, President of the University of Ala- 
bama, concerning the accreditation of the 
Library School. He was most cordial and 
interested but it is the policy of the ad- 
ministration at present not to enlarge or 
increase any departments until all that are 
there at this time are up to standards. 


The editor of THE ALABAMA LIBRAR- 
IAN reported on its need for financial as- 
sistance. Also Mr. McClurkin asked that all 
news items for the next issue be in by the 
end of the first week in March. 


It was announced that Mrs. Dilla Mac- 
Bean will speak at the school librarians 
luncheon during A.E.A. at the Y.W.C.A. 
in Birmingham on March 13, 1959. 

Miss Emily Reed reported on the pro- 
gress of the Public Library Service Division 
and of its future needs. She asked the 
help of the Association when the budget 
needs are presented to the legislature. Miss 
Reed will send the necessary information 
to the Legislative, Federal Relations and 
Public Relations Committees. 

A Trustee’s Conference, to be held on 
April 23 in Montgomery, was announced. 
The PLSD is holding open house at 4 P.M. 
on that date for the trustees. All librarians 
in Montgomery for their convention are 
also invited. 


The state committee for National Library 
Week met on February 16, 1959. Its re- 
port was placed in the record. 


Ken Cameron reported on the conv > 
tion plans. The general over-all th: 
is “Books are Knowledge.” The regis 
tion desk will open at 2 p.m. on April 
1959, at the Whitley Hotel. The conv: 
tion will close after two luncheons, sct 
librarians and special librarians, Saturc 1 
April 25. Katherine Anne Porter will sp 
at the banquet on Friday night. Ot, 
speakers will include Mrs. Harry Nel 
Executive Secretary of the National Coun- 
cil of Parents and Teachers and John Hall 
Jacobs, Librarian of the New Orleans Pub- 
lic Library. 

The Public Relations Committee request- 
ed space at the Convention where scrap 
books and other public relations materials 
of libraries might be exhibited. 

The Nominating Committee presented 
this slate for the coming year: 

Vice Pres. and Pres.-Elect—Martha Jule 

Blackshear. 
Secretary—O. T. Chambers. 
Treasurer—Richard Covey. 


The Recruiting Committee has worked 
out plans for sending recruitment mater- 
ials to the various libraries over the state. 
The total cost would be $65.00, $15.00 more 
that the $50.00 already alloted this com- 
mittee in the budget. Ken Cameron moved 
that the Council give this Committee the 
additional $15.00 needed. The motion was 
seconded and the vote was favorable. This 
Committee also asked for space to display 
the different types of recruitment mater- 
ials, at the convention. 

Margaret Hughes reported that there are 
now two applicants for the two available 
scholarships and that by June 1, 1959, there 
will be money for one more, not yet ap- 
plied for. 

The Literary Awards Committee asked 
the Council to consider changing the word 
“literary” in the title to “author” or some 
other appropriate word. After discussion 
the Council decided to leave the name 
of the award as it now stands. The re- 
cipient of the award has been chosen but 
no public announcement will be made 
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| the award is given at the annual 
juet at the Whitley Hotel on April 
1959. 

1e Handbook Chairman asked for any 
ges. If there are any they will be 
eographed on pages the same size 
he handbook so as to be easily tipped 


he Secretary asked that all Committee 
rmen have their reports ready to send 
ver soon after April lst so that they 
be mimeographed in time to be in- 
ed in the folders which are given each 
nber registering at the convention. 

t was announced that the Joint Legis- 
lat.ve Council will meet in Birmingham 
on April 11, 1959. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 


Mary Ann Hanna 
Secretary 


School Library News 

The Alabama School Librarians Associa- 
tion is actively engaged in in-service pro- 
grams, through district conferences. 
Throughout the school year ASLA Planning 
Committees have been providing informative 
programs for librarians, teacher-librarians 
and school administrators about REFER- 
ENCE BOOKS; THE LIBRARY and the 
SCIENCE PROGRAM; MATERIALS IN 
THE MATHEMATICS PROGRAMS; 
READING FOR THE MORE MATURE; 
and THE LIBRARY AND FEDERAL 
FUNDS FOR EDUCATION. 

Conferences scheduled for winter and 
spring are: Tuscaloosa, February 11; Ozark, 
February 12; Alexander City, February 14; 
Selma, April 16; Greenville, April 27. Meet- 
ings in the following places were held dur- 
ing the fall months: Tuscaloosa, Florence, 
Jacksonville, Birmingham. 

= Q o 

The School Library and The Mathema- 
tics Program was the theme of the Dis- 
trict VII Library conference held at the 
University of Alabama, February 11, 1959. 
Dr. Kernit Johnson, Tuscaloosa County 
Superintendent of Education, enumerated 
the provisions of the National Defense Edu- 
cation act for instructional materials. Dr. 
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Esther Swenson discussed the changing 
trends in teaching of Arithmetic with em- 
phasis or use of library materials. Mrs. Mary 
Henry, mathematics teacher, Oak Grove 
High School, demonstrated how a variety of 
library materials may be used in teaching 
high school math. 


The afternoon session was devoted to a 
discussion by Mrs. Ethel L. Grove, author 
of Algebra and Its Use, on writing and 
publishing textbooks. The conference was 
evaluated by Miss Martha Jule Blackshear. 


Mrs. Ethel Hester, librarian Marion 
County High School, was elected president 
of the association for next year. Other of- 
ficers were Mrs. Ophelia Poynor, Eutaw, 
Vice-President; and Miss Genevieve Pig- 
ford, University, secretary-treasurer. 


2 . * 


Mrs. Dilla MacBean, a national figure 
in school library groups, addressed the Ala- 
bama School Librarians Association dur- 
ing the AEA Convention in Birmingham, 
March 12-14. “What makes a good school 
library program” was the topic for the 
luncheon meeting held Friday at the 
Y.W.C.A. Mrs. MacBean, currently a mem- 
ber of the editorial board of the Junior 
Literary Guild, was formerly the director 
of school libraries of the Chicago Public 
Schools, during which time she served as 
president of the American Association of 
School Librarians, a division of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. 


After the luncheon meeting, the Alabama 
School Librarians’ Association convened for 
a business session. Annual committee re- 
ports were made, new officers were elect- 
ed and the appointment of new committee 
chairmen made. The following officers 
compose the executive council for the new 
year beginning March 13, 1959: president, 
Ruth Junkin, librarian, Gordo High School; 
vice president, Mrs. Martha Cobb, librarian, 
Shades Valley High School, Homewood; 
treasurer, Mrs. Edna Smith Richardson, li- 
brarian, Marshall County High School, 
Guntersville; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Clyde Propst, librarian, Demopolis High 
School; corresponding secretary, Martha 
Jule Blackshear, School Libraries Consul- 








tant, State Department of Education, Mont- 
gomery; past president Kathleen Brown, 
Jacksonville State Ccllege; ex officio mem- 
bers, Mrs. Mary Nelle Avary, librarian, 
Vigor High School, Prichard; Mrs. Louise 
Harris, librarian, Winfield High School; and 
Mrs. Mildred P. Edgeworth, librarian, North- 
port Elementary School. 


Chairmen of the district associations of 
school librarians have been announced by 
Ruth 


School Librarians Association. They are: 


Junkin, president of the Alabama 
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District III, Mrs. Gladys Henry, C zark 
High School; District IV, Mrs. Margu:rite 
McGhee, Benjamin Russell High Sc ool, 
Alexander City; District V, Nioma Lee, 
City High School; Mrs. Jamie Thomas, 3ec- 
retary, Jefferson County Board of Educa ion, 
Birmingham; District VI, Mrs. M: mi 
Quarles, Etowah County High School, At- 
talla; Katheryn Abercrombie, Co-Chair: i: 
Gadsden High School; District VII, 
Wade Hester, Marion County High Sel « 
Guin; District VIII, Mrs. Shirley Nic 
Lexingtcn High School. 


News From College, University, and Special Libraries 
Ethel Sanders, Reporter 


Grants and gifts — 

Athens College Library is one of six col- 
lege libraries that has been awarded two 
sub-grants by the Association of College 
and Research Library’s Committee on Foun- 
dation Grants. One grant amounted to 
$300 for purchase of books on_ business 
administration, and came from funds con- 
tributed by the United States Steel Foun- 
dation. The other was for $400 for the 
purchase of library furniture. These funds 
came from Remington-Rand. 

Alabama College Library at Montevallo 
received a $500 grant from the ACRL 
Committee for the purchase of files of 
scientific periodicals. These funds were 
contributed to ALA by the United States 
Steel Foundation. 

The University of Alabama Library has 
received as a gift from Dr. and Mrs. Wal- 
lace Bruce Smith, San Francisco, a valu- 
able collection of first editions of the works 
of Lafcadio Hern and other associated 
material. 

The Norton Library at Snead College has 
received fifteen volumes of books toward 
a shelf on “Judaism” from the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society of New York City. Ac- 
cording to Miss Annis Smith, librarian, the 
books were given through the efforts of 
Rabbi Saul J. Rubin, spiritual leader of 
the Temple Beth-el, Gadsden, who was an 
assembly speaker at Snead last quarter. 


Clyde Cantrell, director of Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute libraries, attended the 
ALA Midwinter meeting in Chicago. He 
participated in a meeting of the Oberly 
Memorial Award Committee which every 
other year awards a prize for the best 
bibliography in the field of agriculture 
and related works. He has been a member 
of this committee for the last four years. 

On April 21 Mr. Cantrell will represent 
the American Library Association at the 
inauguration of Leslie Stephen Wright as 
president of Howard College. 


°° ° o 


Richard W. Neal, librarian of the Ala- 
bama Supreme Court, recently visited the 
Cromwell Library of the American Bar 
Foundation in Chicago to engage in re- 
search work in that institution’s extensive 
material on judicial reform. 


a a oO 


Mrs. Sarah C. Brown, Mrs. Hilda Har- 
ris, Mrs. Eleanor Lanier, all of the Uni- 
virsity of Alabama Medical Center Library, 
Birmingham, attended the Southern Re- 
gional meeting of the Medical Library As- 
sociation, held February 6-7, 1959 in Gal- 
veston, Texas. 

Elizabeth Maurine Hughes, chief librar- 
ian of the Birmingham VA Hospital library 
was elected secretary-treasurer of _ the 
Southern Regional group for next yea? 
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h Dacus, librarian of Collier Library, 
ice State College, will serve as Ala- 
member of the SELA College and 
rsity Libraries Section Statistical Com- 
This committee will be in charge 
npiling annual statistics for all four- 
-ollege and university libraries. 


* * * 


s Virginia Moor is a new part-time 
int at Norton Library, Snead College, 
ng mostly with circulation. 


& * = 


iiss Sybil Nelson, reference librarian at 
ingham-Southern, will marry Hawes 
Phillips on May 29 and return to the Uni- 
versity to complete her Masters degree this 
Mr. Phillips is also enrolled at 
the University. 


suniner, 


* * a 


Miss Barbara Moseley, December gradu- 
ate at Birmingham-Southern College, is act- 
ing cataloger for the Winter and Spring 
Quarters at M. Paul Phillips Library. Mrs. 
Ruby Jean Smith, former cataloger, now has 
a baby girl as company for Cassandra and 
“Sproot.” Miss Moseley is hoping to be- 
gin her library education at Emory Uni- 
versity this coming summer using the As- 
sociationss THOMAS M. and MARIE 
BANKHEAD OWEN loan scholarship. 


* a * 


According to Rev. Roger R. Lott, Regis- 
istrar, St. Bernard College has initiated a 
course that will be helpful to teacher li- 
brarians. 

* = = 


Dr. Wm. Stanley Hoole, librarian, Uni- 
versity of Alabama, has been invited to 
serve as a member of the Survey Team 
which will visit Tulane University in April 
1959, on behalf of the Commission on Col- 
leges and Universities of the Southern As- 
sociation of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 


During the 1959 summer school session 
Dr. Hoole will serve as Visiting Lecturer 
in the School of Library Service, Columbia 
University. 
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AIR UNIVERSITY LIBRARY — 

Florine Oltman, chief of bibliographic As- 
sistance Branch, addressed the January regu- 
lar meeting of the Montgomery Business and 
Professional Womens Club. Her topic was 
“Women are Here to Stay But Are 
They Welcome?” 


Kanardy L. Taylor has assumed his duties 
as Chief, Reader Services Division, Air Uni- 
versity Library. Formerly chief librarian. 
Transportation Center Library, Northwestern 
Univesity, Mr. Taylor has served on the 
staff of the National Library of Medicine 
in Washington and held various positions in 
the John Crear Library, Chicago. He is 
a graduate of the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School. 


Harold F. Riehle has been appointed as- 
sistant chief, Audio-Visual Center. He comes 
to Air University Library from Florida 
State University where he was assistant pro- 
fessor of audio-visual education. 


E. Gaye Byars has been appointed to the 
Periodicals Reference section. She is a grad- 


uate of Emory Library School and formerly 
was on the staff of the Hamilton, Ohio, 
Public Library. 


Mrs. Marjorie F. Atkinson, graduate of 


Florida State University, is now a member 
of General Reference section. 


New assignments at Air University Li- 
brary include: Margaret V. Reay promoted 
to chief, Book Serial Acquisition; Mary 
Anne Kernan to Air War College; Donald 
H. Dougherty to Circulation; Ellen Hild- 
reth to Serial Acquisition from Serial Cata- 
and Elizabeth Miller to Biblio- 
graphic Assistant for Squadron Officer 
School. Miss Miller took Nell Lynn’s as- 
signment when Miss Lynn left to be mar- 
ried to Lt. Col. Alfred Kaufman. The Kauf- 


mans are now residing in California. Opal 


loging; 


Moore of Document Acquisition was mar- 
ried in late December to Maj. Lee C. Free, 
administrative of Air 


officer University 


Library. 
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ALABAMA BOUND — XVI 


By Mrs. Emma C. Harris, Southern Historical Department 
Mobile Public Library 


Alabama, Department of Aeronautics. 
1959 Alabama Airfield Directory. Mont- 
gomery, 1959. 15 p. Free. This listing of 
licensed public and private fields in 66 lo- 
calities provides helpful information about 
each field included. 

Crawford, Lee Forney. William Webb 
Crawford. Birmingham, Roberts & Sons, 
1958. 269 p. $10.00. The subject of this 
biography was a native of the Black Belt 
and became “dean of Birmingham bank- 
ers,” a title he claimed because he started 
as a banker and remained one. Includes 
much Birmingham history, illustrations and 
genealogy. 

Fundaburk, Emma Lila. Southeastern In- 
dians — Life Portraits. Luverne, The Au- 
thor, 1958. 136 p. $7.50. Among the In- 
dian tribes pictured are the Natchez, Choc- 
taw, Creek, Chickaway, Cherokee, Semi- 
nole, Tuscarora, Powhatan, Caddo, Yuchi 


and Shawnee, many of whom lived in Ala- 
bama. The “Notes on Illustrations” gives 
biographical data, making it valuable to 
both young and old, to the student and 
scholar. 


Gantz, Kenneth F. Not in Solitude. Double- 
day & Co., 1959. 240 p. $3.50. Lt. Col. 
Gantz, editor of the Air University Quar- 
terly Review, produces his first fiction vol- 
ume, a tale of Mars in the year 2021. 

Gibson, John M. Soldier in White: The 
Life of General George Miller Sternberg. 
Duke University Press, 1958. 277 p. $6.75 
Although a native of New York, Montgom- 
ery claims the author. Dr. Sternberg was 
a medical officer in the Union Army and 
also was in many Indian campaigns; he 
is chiefly remembered as probably the first 
to demonstrate in this country the tuber- 
cule bacillus after its discovery by Robert 
Koch in Germany. 

Hill, Mrs. Henrietta (McCormick) The 
Family Skeleton. Montgomery, Paragon 
Press, 1958. $10.00. In the opening chap- 
ter of the book the author writes that she 
feels sorry for the children of today who 


pore over comic books and sit glued to 
the T.V. and seem not to care for any ot 1er 
entertainment; they seem to be inclined to 
care not to create. She feels sure that al- 
though her grandchildren may travel in 
space to the moon, such may not be as 
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